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SCIENTIFIC DISSEMINATION 
IN CATALONIA 
f we look at the newspapers of a few 
years ago and those of today, we can 
see that there is far more scientific news 
today as well as a number of 
supplements specifically devoted to this 
theme. This is not happening only in 
Catalonia, but can be applied to the 
majority of the western countries. 
Science's marked influence on society 
and the increasing speed of discoveries has fired the 
public's interest in this type of news. At the same time, 
a series of specialized journalists have emerged, either 
from the field of science or else from a purely scientific 
background, who demonstrate how to cover this type 
of information at once rigorously and clearly. 
The Catalan newspapers reveal something that is not 
always clear to many professional journalists: that 
science and technology leave their mark on al1 spheres 
of life. Much financia1 news has a scientific basis -the 
progress of biotechnological companies, the benefits of 
space. Anyone writing on legal matters has to touch on 
computer crime or ecological crime. In the War in the 
Gulf we saw how international news contains many 
references to chemical weapons, satellites, computers. 
The culture section can not overlook the new 
technologies, such as interactive encyclopaedias. Even 
when we speak of sport we have to refer to 
technology -new materials, aerodynamic effects in cars 
or in skiing, etc. 
Many media can be seen to be affected by these 
aspects. When a Barcelona football player was injured, 
some television channels and newspapers included 
short lessons in medicine in the sports sections, to 
explain the scope of the iniury. When the trainer had a 
heart attack and had to be operated on, the same 
happened again. Sports journalists felt that this 
information was of interest to their public. The presence 
of iournalists specializing in medical matters allowed a 
rigorous coverage of the subject. 
If this tendency has been apparent amongst 
professional journalists it must be, firstly, 
because they have become aware of the 
importance of science and, secondly, 
because they have understood the 
public's renewed interest in these 
matters. The reader takes an interest in 
the things that directly affect him, and 
he is more and more aware of the 
importance of science and technology 
in society. 
The subjects for which there is most demand include 
medicine and the environment. In the case of the first, it 
is obvious that health is of interest to everyone. In the 
case of the second, this is due to an increased 
awareness of environmental problems. 
Some months ago a survey was carried out which 
showed that 26% of Catalans are interested above all 
in political news, 18% in sport and only 3.4% in 
science. But when answers were suggested, science 
moved up to 12.4%, the environment went from 2.8% 
to 22.3% and medicine from 1.6% to 16%. This 
suggests that scientific information is not uppermost in 
people's minds, but that when the product is  suggested 
they show an interest. 
Most of the Catalan newspapers -at least, the most 
important- employ scientific journalists. Some of them 
provide news coverage in the daily editions and others 
contribute to specialized supplements. One noteworthy 
case amongst these special sections devoted to science 
and technology is that of l a  Vanguardia, the 
newspaper with the largest circulation. Nine years ago, 
it started publishing a couple of pages on science 
every Sunday. Because of the public's interest it 
increased the space. Finally, at the end of 1989, it took 
advantage of a complete renovation of the newspaper 
to bring out a science and technology swpplement 
which was distributed with the Saturday edition. This 
supplement now consists of twelve pages and is 
published entirely in colour. In view of the success it 
had with the public, in 1990 the newspaper started to 
OPINION 
publish another supplement, on Fridays, this time 
devoted to medicine and life quality. 
The experience of La Vanguardia is unique in Europe 
and possibly in the world. I know of no other 
supplements of this sort, although many European 
newspapers have supplements devoted to science with 
a maximum of eight pages. 
There is also a growing interest to be seen in television 
series. Thus programmes like "Mediterr6nea1', 
produced in Catalonia, have occupied important places 
in the audience rankings, and the same has happened 
with imported series. 
As for books, this could be Catalan culture's weak 
point. While fhe main works of dissemination by foreign 
authors are published in Castilian, Catalan publishers 
are still wary of providing an extensive offer of 
scientific books. In fact, past experience shows that 
sales figures have not gone below those for general 
non-fiction. On the other hand, some works have had a 
great success. Historia Natural dels Pclijos Catalans, a 
work we could describe as highly informative, which is 
published in fifteen volumes, has 30,000 subscribers. 
Being a specialized work, the figure is a very high one 
for a country like Catalonia. The book's publishers, 
Enciclopedia Catalana, have prepared other 
collections, such as the Enciclopedia de Medicina i 
Salut, which, iust to give an indication of its quality, is 
being translated into Italian. 
I should also emphasize that a book like Europa 
Científica, published by the Fundació Enciclopedia 
Catalana and dealing with the state of science in our 
continent, has been simultaneously released in seven 
languages, one of which is Catalan. The publishers 
would not have taken this step if there had not been a 
demand for this sort of work in our country. In the last 
few years, a large number of scientists have started 
contributing to the media so as to disseminate subiects 
related with their field of work. The result has been the 
emergence of a considerable number of science 
writers. At the same time, some iournalists have 
specialized in these subiects, and thanks partly to this 
offer, the public has seen that scientific subiects are not 
as complicated as they seem and that they are 
certainly interesting and important. In short, we are 
finding that the offer in the field of scientific 
dissemination has increased, as has the demand. 
Scientific culture and society in general have benefited 
from it. O 
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